CRACKLE FINISH 



This application claims the benefit of provisional patent application serial 
No. 60/225,597 for Crackle Finish, filed August 15, 2000. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a crackle finish for making the surface 
of an object appear cracked. 
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2, Brief Description of the Prior Art 

Crackle finishes for painted surfaces are created by applying a base coat 
of a latex paint to a prepared surface. The base coat is dried and a crackle medium 
applied and dried. A top coat of a different colored latex paint is then applied. As 
15 the top coat dries, the crackle medium causes the top coat to crack revealing 
glimpses of the base color through the cracks. 

Ordinary crackle finishes make the paint look old. In some instances, 
however, it would be desirable to provide a crackle finish that makes the surface of 
20 the object, not just the paint, appear cracked. Such a finish can be used to provide 
a distressed, antique or aged look to furniture, woodwork or the like. Such finishes 
are sought to provide a casual country look or to simulate the refined elegance of old 
European furniture. 

25 BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In view of the above, it is an object of the present invention to provide 
a crackle finish for a surface such that the surface appears cracked. It is a further 
object to provide a method of applying a crackle finish to a surface such that it 
appears cracked. It is another object to provide such crackle finish as a kit. Other 

30 objects and features of the invention will be in part apparent and in part pointed out 
hereinafter. 
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In accordance with the invention, a cracl<le finish for mal<lng a surface 
of an object appear craci<ed includes a base coat of a latex paint or stain disposed 
on the surface, a crackle medium disposed on the base coat and a latex wood filler 
coat disposed on the crackle medium. A method for forming the crackle finish 
comprises applying the above mentioned layers in the order mentioned. A kit for 
forming the crackle finish comprises a base coat of a latex paint or stain, a crackle 
medium and a latex wood filler. The kit may also contain a top coat to be applied 
over the latex wood filler. 

The invention summarized above comprises the constructions and 
methods hereinafter described, the scope of the invention being indicated by the 
subjoined claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 
in the accompanying drawings, in which several of various possible 
embodiments of the invention are illustrated, corresponding reference characters 
refer to corresponding parts throughout the several views of the drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a sectional view showing a crackle coat on a surface in 
accordance with the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a piece of furniture, partially broken 
away, showing a rose design embossed into a crackle coat in accordance with the 
present invention; and, 

Fig. 3 is an exploded perspective view showing the layers making up 
the crackle coat on a surface in accordance with the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to the drawings more particularly by reference character, the 
present invention consists of a multi-layered crackle finish 10 as shown in Figs. 1 
and 3 for an object made of wood, metal, plastic or the like such that the surface 
of the object appears cracked. While crackle finish 10 may be applied to any surface 



that is clean, dry and free of grease, oil or loose particles, it is preferably used on a 
wood surface 1 2. Wood surface 1 2 may be prepared by sanding or other treatnnent 
to provide a smooth surface. 
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If it is desired to seal wood surface 12, a sealer coat 14 may be 
applied. Sealer coat 14 keeps subsequent coatings from entering or bleeding into 
wood surface 12. Sealer coat 14 may be applied directly to wood surface 12. 
Sealer coat 14 is preferably an aqueous based polymer formulation, but an oil based 
coating may be used. Sealer coat 14 is dried. 



The next coating is a base coat 16 of a latex paint or stain. Latex 
formulations use water as a solvent for binding the particles of pigment with a latex 
such as acrylic or vinyl. Latex paint is available in several degrees of gloss. Base 
coat 1 6 for use in developing crackle finish 10 is preferably a flat or semigloss latex 
1 5 paint. Base coat 1 6 is applied to sealer coat 1 4 or directly to surface 1 2 and dried. 

A layer of crackle medium 18 is applied to base coat 16. Crackle 
medium 18 causes a subsequently applied water-based latex wood filler coat 20 to 
crack as it dries. At the present time, the preferred crackle medium 18 is RALPH 

20 LAUREN Historic Crackle Medium. Other crackle media may also be used, with more 
or less success, such as LAURA ASHLEY Crackle Medium, Weathered Crackle Glaze 
#97097, sold by Valspar Corporation, Plaid Enterprise Crackle Medium, Delta Crackle 
Medium and Elmer's glue sold by Elmer's Products, Inc. Of those mentioned above, 
Elmer's glue provides the least desirable results. ANTIQUE CRACKLE, sold by The 

25 Old Fashioned Milk Paint Co.. Inc. and hide glue are used as crackle media with latex 
paints and may be useful for the present purpose also. Depending on the nature of 
crackle medium 18, it is applied over base coat 16 and dried to the tack stage or 
dried completely. Some products, such as RALPH LAUREN Historic Crackle Medium 
advise that the crackle medium should not be allowed to dry more than four hours 

30 before applying a topcoat of latex paint. But with water-based latex wood filler coat 
20, it not critical when wood filler coat 20 is applied to crackle medium 18 other 
than the crackle medium must dry to touch. Crackle medium 1 8 may be allowed to 
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dry more than four hours or even for several days before wood filler coat 20 is 
applied. 

Disposed on layer of crackle medium 1 8 is a coating of latex wood filler 
5 20. The thickness of latex wood filler 20 depends upon the size of the cracks 
desired on surface 12. The preferred latex wood filler for wood filler coat 20 is 
Elmer's Carpenter Interior Wood Filler (Product #E-833). Other suitable latex wood 
fillers include Pro Finisher Full-Trowel Wood Filler by Parks. On the other hand, some 
latex wood fillers such as Synko Wood Filler is compatible with only a few crackle 
10 mediums and even then it does not crack reliably. While others such as Durham's 
Rock Hard Wood Putty, if mixed according to the manufacturer's directions, does 
not form a good wood filler coat 20 but when it is mixed with a latex flat paint, it 
does produce cracks. 

1 5 The above-mentioned latex wood fillers for wood filler coat 20 include 

an acrylic binding resin, talc, fillers and water. Common fillers are various silicates, 
carbonates and sulfates such as clay, limestone, calcium carbonate, magnesium 
carbonate, barytes, etc. Water is added to produce a filler that spreads easily when 
applied and drys into a hard mass. Hard and soft acrylic monomers as described in 

20 U.S. patent No. 4,345,044 or the like may be blended to yield a latex wood filler 
with desired properties. The fillers and proportions also affect the product. 

Elmer's Interior Carpenter's Wood Filler is preferred for wood filler coat 
20. According to a Material Safety Data Sheet published by Elmer's Products, Inc. 

25 this material includes an acrylic binding resin and 5 to 10% by weight magnesium 
carbonate, 50 to 70% limestone, 1 to 5% chlorite (mineral class), 1 to 5% kaolin, 
1 to 5% calcite, 5 to 10% talc and 0.1 to 0.99% quartz. The product is a yellow 
paste and has a specific gravity of 1.71. On the other hand, Elmer's Carpenter's 
Exterior Wood Filler does not crack properly over crackle medium 1 8 and is therefore 

30 not suitable for creating crackle finish 10. This filler has an acrylic binding resin and 
5 to 10% by weight magnesium carbonate, 30 to 50% limestone, 1 to 5% chlorite 
(mineral class), 1 to 5% kaolin, 1 to 5% calcite, 5 to 10% talc and 0.1 to 0.99% 
quartz. It is a tan paste having a specific gravity of 1 .21 . 
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After latex wood filler coat 20 has been applied over crackle medium 
18, if desired the wood filler coat may be embossed with designs 22 as shown in 
Fig. 2 or otherwise worked. Latex wood filler coat 20 Is dried, forming raised Islands 
or domains 24 separated by cracks or valleys 26, making surface 1 2 appear cracked 
and revealing glimpses of underlying base coat 16. 

A desired top coat 28 may be applied to latex wood filler coat 20, either 
as a stain or paint. Top coat 28 may be oil based to protect crackled finish 10, if 
the object is a frequently used piece of furniture. On other objects or if preferred, 
top coat 28 may be an aqueous based paint or stain. Top coat 28 may also be 
incorporated into wood filler coat 20. Top coat 28 is preferably a flat or semi-gloss 
latex paint and is preferably lighter in color than base coat 1 6 which is seen in the 
cracks or valleys. Top coat 28 is dried. 

Application of the above-mentioned coats can be done by, but is not 
limited to, brushing, rolling, spraying or troweling, using conventional spraying or 
spreading equipment. 

As described above, the antique look of crackle finish 10 is obtained 
through a multi-step process, beginning with an initial preparing of surface 12 such 
as by sanding. This is followed by, up to but not limited to, three coatings. The 
coatings consist of an initial base coat 1 6 followed by a crackle medium 1 8 and a 
wood filler coat 20. Base coat 1 6 and wood filler coat 20 are aqueous based. Top 
coat 28 may then be applied as a fourth coat. Additional steps may be added, such 
as applying sealer coat 14 to surface 12 or a glaze coat (not shown) over the base 
coat 16 or top coat 28, and so forth. A crackle finish kit includes (1) a base coat 
16, (2) a crackle medium 18 and (3) a wood filler coat of latex wood filler 20, 
preferably together with (4) a top coat 28. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that the several objects of the 
invention are achieved and other advantageous results attained. As various changes 
could be made in the above constructions and methods without departing from the 
scope of the invention, it is intended that all matter contained in the above 



description or shown in the acconnpanying drawings shall be interpreted as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
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